
PRESS RELEASE: SWEETS WAY RESISTS and RECLAIM BARNET 

STRICT EMBARGO UNTIL Friday, July 24, 9:00am 

‘PEOPLE’S REGENERATION SHOW HOME’: FAMILIES OCCUPY AND REFURBISH 

EMPTY LONDON HOME TO HIGLIGHT COMMUNITY-LED HOUSING SOLUTIONS 

“‘Regeneration’ doesn’t have to mean ‘social cleansing’”: Sweets Way Resists families kick-

off community-led refurbishment of a Sweets Way home heavily-damaged by developers. 

WHEN? Friday, July 24, 9am – Monday, July 27, 5pm (Works taking place Friday – Sunday) 

WHERE? 153 Sweets Way, London, N20 0NX (near Totteridge & Whetstone tube) 

WHO? Sweets Way Resists families and supporters and members of Reclaim Barnet 

WHAT? A 72-hour voluntary and (almost) free community-led refurbishment of a ‘show 

home’ on the Sweets Way estate, highlighting the quality of housing slated for demolition, 

and the potential for the ‘people’s regeneration’ to address the housing crisis. 

CONTACT: sweetswayresists@gmail.com / 07791 018631 / 07775 732383 

JOURNALISTS WELCOME ANY TIME, Friday – Monday. 

PHOTOS (BEFORE/DURING/AFTER) AVAILABLE FOR PHOTO DESKS. 

TOURS OF COMPLETED SHOW HOME AVAILABLE BETWEEN 10am and 5pm on MONDAY. 

FOLLOW UPDATES FROM @SweetsWayN20, and on the #SWShowHome HASHTAG. 

 

Friday, July 24, 2015 – Starting today, Sweets Way Resists are taking another empty home on the 

Sweets Way estate, and with nothing but voluntary time and expertise, found and donated 

materials, and just £300 cash, refurbishing the home to a high standard. 

Even following private property developers Annington’s attempts to make the houses of the estate 

unliveable, sending contractors in to smash up kitchens and washrooms across the estate, a 

dedicated group of volunteers plan to turn the house around in just three days. 

The direct action is the latest step in preventing demolitions of the 142 homes on the estate, as well 

as in reclaiming the notion of ‘regeneration,’ at a time when the phrase has become synonymous 

with gentrification and social cleansing. 

The action is an attempt to highlight what is possible when people are given the opportunity to be 

deeply involved in their own housing, and to make clear that austerity is no reason that good homes 

should be left to the profit-driven developers to ‘regenerate.’ 

A representative of Sweets Way Resists said: “Regeneration doesn't have to be a horrendously 

expensive code word for social cleansing; it can be a collective, sustainable and affordable way for 

people to come together and improve their homes and their community. We’re just highlighting 

something communities across London can do wherever they are.” 

mailto:sweetswayresists@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/SweetsWayN20


Barnet Council – and countless others, too – often claim that that maintaining old properties is too 

expensive, and thus the only way to maintain acceptable social housing is to let private developers 

destroy them, and then build a tiny fraction of social housing in their place. This logic has been 

challenged by planners and consultants [1], but this weekend will offer the proof-of-concept that 

another way is possible. 

BACKGROUND: Sweets Way Resists began in February during the evictions of hundreds of residents 

who had been housed on the estate for up to 6 years, until Annington received the planning 

permission in December 2014 to redevelop the estate. Since then, SWR has occupied several flats, 

gone through court cases, and launched a public campaign against both Annington and Barnet 

Council for their joint failures to treat the Sweets Way community with dignity and to protect 

perfectly-good housing. The main Sweets Way Resists occupation continues at 76 Oakleigh Road 

North, N20 9EZ. 

END 

[1] http://betterelephant.org/blog/2014/07/11/london-assembly-investigation-into-housing-estate-

refurbishment-and-demolition/ 


